THROUGH OUREYES
22 OCTOBER-13NOVEMBER, 2022

I come from a country shrouded in stories within stories, a place that has kept warrior
battlefields warm over thousands of years. What this means for me | still don't fully know.

There seemto be truths in all that gets told. It has been through shared art making that I have

expanded my perceptions and delved into parts of myself that have been unconscious.

Through Our Eyeswas born out of long conversations that took place during
Stories from the Future'—a workshop with people from First Nations and Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse backgrounds about the ancestors we want to become inhundreds
of years, and about the legacy we wish to leave behind. Through exploring how we live
that legacy now through art, the following things came up—slow art making, community
groups making together and sharing old practices, places to gather and create, sharing art
together with different groups, yarning circles, storytelling, art as a vehicle to revolutionise
our thinking and our social and political constructs, healing through art and being together.

Connections formed with different community groups over the six months after
the workshop—Bagot Community, Melaleuca Australia, Free Space Studio, Knuckey
Lagoon, Larrakia Nation as well as individual arts professionals and members of the
community. At the start of this year (2022) the concept of slow art making in community
settings to enable the flourishing and unfolding of personal and social histories came to
fruition. With storytellers from Gulumoerrgin, Naarm, Jabiru, Daly River, Maningrida,
Congo, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Ukraine, Sri Lanka and more we were
able to create a holding space in community settings for this expression. Visual arts
enable abstract, universally accessible ways of telling our stories. Through the work that
was made we found poetic, sensory and emotive ways of illustrating moments in time
and capturing the unspeakable.

These artworks have been shownin a series of exhibitions across Darwin on

Larrakialandin 2022. The first exhibition, held at UNTIiTLED gallery+studio, Coconut Grove,
focussed on stories of the land, ancestry, mythology and everyday life across the lifespan—

I Darwin Community Arts, 2021.

— Melaleuca Australia is a specialist organisation that supports Humanitarian entrants, migrants and people from culturally and
linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds of all ages, settling in the Northern Territory of Australia. Through Our Eyes is part of
the Flesh Program at Darwin Community Arts and is funded by Darwin Community Arts and the City of Darwin.
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from 5 years old to aged care. The second was a pop-up exhibition and gig at Happy
Yess, Brown's Martin Darwin City, featuring live music and DJ's, artinstallations, paintings,
and large-scale projections.

Through the eyes of artists and by their hands, in this final exhibition, we are
exhibiting stories of personal, social and political experience—stories expressed across
textiles, painting and photography. Over months we sat with the Congolese elders group.
When eco-printing eucalyptus onto fabrics, the women shared stories from childhood
about the diverse ways that eucalyptus had been used: as a dye, a hair cleaner and an
edible medicine. From worlds apart, our Congolese family possess a shared language
and connection with the land and flora kept alive by First Nations communities.

Children, young people and adults, all participants of Melaleuca Australia, joined
these strong women. Some paintings they created together were brought forth from
memories of resilience, strength, and hardship. Othersiillustrated worlds of a dreaming
future. Some paintings were digitised onto fabrics with the intention of later constructing
garments with the sewing group.

The disposable camera photography project collages the imagery from many
lenses and many worldviews. With the help of a combination of storytellers, some newly
arrived to Australia through the humanitarian visa program, and other arts practitioners of
the Gulumoerrgin community, we are able to see that on the other side of the camera, we
are allhuman. Though each of these storytellers—and each of us—follows a unique thread
through space and time, the patterns of our greater movement are interwoven. What we
call“community” is the weaver.

Shay Jayawardena
Flesh Equity in Arts, program coordinator
and Through Our Eyes project curator
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JohanaMasubizo, Family,2022, photographic print,21x15cm

Eva, Happy Days, 2022, acrylic on canvas, 38 x36 cm

Bilal Muhammad, Waiting, 2022, photographic print,21x15cm
SafiBusasa, Remembering home, 2022, acrylic on canvas, 38 x 34 cm
Kwame Selormey, Untitled, 2022, photographic print,21x15cm

Sasha Anstel, Soldiers, 2022, acrylicon canvas, 21x15cm
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Personal and social histories that unfold through collective
art-making within the community

Through Our Eyes

Janine Kabwe

MELALEUCA PARTICIPANTS:

PAINTINGS INDEPENDENT PHOTOGRAPHY TEXTILES
Agnes Makendo Emma Lupin Agnes Makendo
Clarissa Campos Nadine Lee Clarissa Campos
Etabez Donato Tristan Gone Fishing Eva
Eva DISPOSABLE CAMERA PROJECT Eve Pawlik

Josephine Mwaka

Johana Masubizo BilalMuhammad Janine Kabwe
Josephine Mwaka Eric Byamungu MariannaUmba
JoshualLwesso John Masubizo Munyekelwa Njenje
Lidiia Shritiuk Kashif Mehmood Patsy Que Noy
Luiba Krashinkova Mansoor UlHaq SafiBusasa
Olka Savka Moses Assamba Kiza Shay Jayawardena
Oleksandr Shritiuk OTHER PARTICIPANTS: Tarzan JungleQueen
Olena Schedrovska David Collins
OrestBard Kwame Selormey
Mariia Hutsol NNNII LarzLauer
Mariia-Sofia Yankovych Lekaiya Rabbitt

C O e r_ Maryna Krasnikova Menah McKenzie
Mseme Mbeleelo Shay Jayawardena
MariannaUmba

13 November 2022

Rose Kute
SafiBusasa
Sasha Antsel
Sifa Assamba
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Munyekelwa Njenje
Nataliya Kaudyba




